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! 2014 SABINO CHARDONNAY 
VARIETAL COMPOSITION 100% Chardonnay 

PRODUCTION 270 cases 

ALCOHOL 13.5% 

RELEASE DATE September 2015 

TYPE OF OAK French Oak, Concrete Tank 

MONTHS IN OAK 10 Months 

RATING 91 points, Descorchados 

 
Kingston Family Vineyards is a boutique winery located on 
the farm that has been in our family for a century. We 
handcraft Pinot Noir, Syrah, Sauvignon Blanc and 
Chardonnay from our vineyards in Casablanca, Chile. 
 
Kingston also collaborates in MOVI, Chile’s Movement of 
Independent Winemakers, whose members make small lots 
of artisan wines by hand. 
 
When I first visited Kingston back in 2003, I tasted some 
Chardonnay made from the Kingston vineyard by another 
winery. It was lean, angular, fresh but not at all fruity (by 
Californian standards) and it tasted nothing like I expected  
New World, cool climate Chardonnay to taste like. I 
immediately wrote off Chardonnay from the Kingston 
vineyard as “uninteresting.” Mind you, at the time I was a 
little tired of making Chardonnay, having done it for many 
years in Napa. But what a dumb move! 
 
It didn’t take long making wine at Kingston to realize that 
none of the wines tasted familiar, and that was a good thing. 
How exciting to discover new wines and start figuring them 
out. It took me another few years before I decided I should 
revisit Chardonnay from the Kingston vineyard, and what 
once seemed to lack promise was now quite inspiring. I let go 
of my preconceived notions and played with it. Step one was 
to take away all the “makeup” associated with Chardonnay 
winemaking: Excessive ripeness, lots of new oak, heavy 
processing flavors. I wanted to get to the core of the wine. 
 
And you know what? I liked it. It is, as I learned back at the 
beginning, somewhat lean and angular. We soften that by 
aging part of the wine in concrete, which keeps the wine 
fresh while smoothing out the rough edges. I began to focus 
less on the varietal expression of the wine and more on the 
site expression of the wine. Just like in the Old World, the 
chardonnay grape became the vehicle that delivered the 
flavor of the Kingston vineyard.  
 
- Byron Kosuge, Consulting Winemaker 
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